restdent Bucks

74 in Vie: Nam

N
L

" RSIDENT KENNEDY

By Marguerite Fligzins
Gf The Herald Tribune Staf}
WASIHINGTON.

/28 : CIA

FOIAb3b

CPYRGHT

T .. weNt Lennedy  Nesierday Tejected RS TWOHONY.
* persistent rumers that the Centrai Iatellipanes .

i

<2 the contrary, the President sald, the agency has been
: “a good job.” . :
Prestdent was respoading {o epeculetion phoub

rled transfer from Salgon of John Richardson,
e icy's director thore. .

In veoubled South Viet Nam. 13 American service men
wive rimost certainly dend after planc and hellcopter.
: i A mountainous jungle arca 380 miles north of

15t the Communist Viet Cong guerrillas.

i, Kennedy stogled out My, Richardson as a “dedl-
cated nublia servant.” The President said he had personally
one aver the CIA record in Viet Nem for the past nine
months and had zatisfied himself that the agency had
- ~7osone anything bul support” Washington's poilcy .

)

HL Presldent also did his emphatie best te clese the:

Toini oL ress Yeports {rom Spigon and Washington that

T dts within the Adminisiration are continuing.
ra 18 1 aiswzveement,” the President eald, among

oL e s of the Pontaron, the CIA and the State Tie-

ioon our basic policy,‘in the wake of the MceNaw '
Jor mission (o Viet Nam.

- and pessapsion-——raiher than on a coup d'eiat-w
ibout lideralization of President Ngo Dinh Diem's

» chianges 1 Viet Nam sinee his TV interview a
. tu oaso in wikich he called for “changes in policies
SiC TRl pe yiwel” inside Vier Nam,
iooanthosiiatively leavaed that the White Houee
avtnient have come to regred that siates
aiblicly placed impossible demands on
v 0 American pressivte and beceause it
(epted unrealistically to compel President Diem to
1 ius closest adviser, his younger brother, Counselor
Neo Dinh Nhua,

it Lhe Pre-ident's press contervence, the CIA had

1 the position tiat Mr. Rickardson meveiy had been

“Lome for consuliations. But at his conferctice the
deni used the teom “transfer,” dicating that the doei-
13 move Mr. Richardsan out of Saigon had heen {aken.
Uhe oreasons Bave noi been snelied oat publicly, But
dQy officlals siate that they have Lo do {n part with the
: i anew and tougher phase in American poileles’
wowara Viet Nam.

Mr. Qichardson, oficlally Hsted s Plrst Seerelary of the
Gods Fmieassy in Siadeon, had been fdentified with the pre«
cions denniedy adnunisteation policy, of sceking to estabifan
“he most {rienaiy relations with the Diem regime. Previous
atlempts to liberalize the rezime were—on Washington
oruet-—-tdore dircetly throush dipiomatle channeis.

Washinaton's confidenece in this polley wax hadly
ten, despite U, 8. pressure, the Diem regime on

nad done somne free wheellng in S8outh Vied Nam. it

Pregideat coneeded that therse had heen o sube -

subordination of the CIA, arisiug in part from: -

. It was the worst U. 8, disaster in the bitter struggie

" Since these and other ropressive measures instiinted by
Mr, Diem In August, the Administration has shified to poli-

- ¢les of overt publiz pressure, Including a slowdown of certain

Lolicy 1 to geb on with the war and rely en =

" types of econcmic ald. .

It would be logical thercfore, bfflc!,,':.Lw argue, to replace

° Mr. Richardson with & new official whose appointment

waoild in ftself bring home to the Diem regime the change
in Weshington policy. :
In South Viet Nain's highland jungles and in 12

- Amerieon homes 9,000 miles away, Lhe redl, always lonely
. Wer for the fuwure of this Southcast Asian pation spoks

< Viet Cong guerrillas are 13 Amevican service ren, lost in

a

Tor laell yesterday. .

Missing and almost certatnly dead fn the worst U. B.
disasler sluce President Kennedy ordercd all-out military
suppart for Ngo Dinh Diem's fisht agnmst the Communiss

plane and helicopter erashes in the jungle near Da Nang,
380 miles north of Saigon.

Tnree Vietnamese soldiers were aiso %kiled, and an’

Araeriean and a Vietnamese mnjured it 8 blzarre sories of

. evenis which turned a rescue mission into a tragedy,

The disaster brought to 128 the toll of Amcricans Jost

i In the struggle which Secretary of Defense Robert 5. Me-

Namars and Gen. Maxwell D, Taylor predicted Jast week

: n;e:{gbe brought near a successful conclusion by the end
-0, b3,

. year, if =1l goos well

More than 14,000 U. 8. military advisers are in South
Viet Nem, and Sccretary McNamara and Gen. Tayio anid
some nf these might even be withdrawn by Chriaiunas this

It dldn't zo well in the past two days.

Tha disaster began late Tuesday when

“adviser” who was piloting & T-28 bomber-fighter bacauss

_of a shortage of Victnamese personnel, went on o divee

bombing raid cn a Commnmunist stronghold in the moune
tafnous jungle ncar the Laotian border.
Capt. Wadsworth's plane erashed and exploded and

. he and a Vietnamese companion apparcatiy died inctantly,
“The U. 8. military command, informed of the crash by

cyewitnesses In other craft, sent out two Mavine heile
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U. 8. Air
- Forge Capt. Dean A, Wadsworth, of Cotulle, Tex, &n




